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BY THE EDITOR 



I t’s terrifying to note in your evening paper 
"Black Out, 7.31," and the next time you 
look “ Black Out, 7.5.” How quickly the nights 
ate drawing in 1 Even so the hour for Black-Out 
seems to me to err on the side of earliness. 

*Jf- ■■ Dawn at 9 a.m." strikes me as a good idea. 
It might go through. It’s wonderful what you can 
“ get away with ” in war-time. Summer-time is 
the most beneficent example, and Prohibition in 
U.S.A. the most unwise . . Glad to hear today 
that Summer-time has been extended until 
November 18th . . , “ June in December ah, 
were that only possible ! 

The efforts of a certain Sunday paper to provide 
war-time “ fun ” for its readers is too desolatingly 
pathetic. The contributions from clowns of the 
stage and the B.B.C. were dreadfully unfunny. 
Wars are not won by being silly, but by being 
serious, or at least by trying to be serious. 

One good result of the black-outs is to turn our 
gaze to the glory of the heavens. “ A beautiful 
clear night of stars,” as R.L.S. put it. has been on 
view quite frequently of late. But I will make this 
confession, that an effort to identify the principal 
stars that stud the firmament at mid-September 
aided by a chart which I myself had compiled by 
an expert was not brilliantly successful. Perhaps 
the fault was in myself^ear Brutus, and not in the 

I like Macmillans’ assertion that they are going 
to carry on publishing their books in their present 
premises until they are taxed out or bombed out of 
existence. That’s the spirit 1 We of The War 
Illustr.ated are in the same boat. And so, in¬ 
cidental. are all the big newspapers, who must 
make virtue of necessity. You just couldn’t take 
the mammoth organization that writes, prints, and 
publishes The Daily Telegraph in its palatial Fleet 
Street headquarters and move it away to some 
” safety zone.” 

During the two and a half years’ intensive 
bombing, bombarding, and sniping of Madrid a 
publisher friend of mine was unable to carry on 
publishing, but he opened two large bookshops 
and did enormous business. His publish¬ 
ing office was as near to Franco’s advance 
lines as King’s Cross is to Charing Cross 
and for two and a half years 
Franco’s men could not advance that 
distance! 

dc In my first 
that my favourite 

for its animated luncheon parties, had 
suddenly quietened down to a whispering 
few; but in a day or two, after the first 
shock of the War, all the old animation 
revived again, and the evening dinners, 
which had been suspended, were re¬ 
sumed with most encouraging results. 

1 get very tired of the Wireless 
these days. After frequently listening to 
each broadcast from noon to midnight 
and hearing a depressing repetition of 
the not very informative bulletins from 
the Ministry of Information. I now 
content myself with the noon and nine 
o’clock broadcasts . . . and little enough 
one learns from either. I am however, 
hoping for improvement in this respect, 
and already detect signs of it. 

■JF 1 read through the instructions of 
the Censorship again tonight, and I 
must say that if I were, as an editor and 
writer, meticulously to carry out every 
one of them it would be impossible to 
print anything resembling a journal, and 
a waste of time to express one’s opinion 
in writing Like the general policy of 
the Government . . . and the railvcays, 
let me add ... to go the whole hog in 


le the burden later, 
must not do and then 
'ement in breaking the 
e has framed for us ! 


ticable regulatic 


# The proper ideal is that every editor should be 
his own rigorous censor and seek to avoid the print¬ 
ing of anything that could conceivably help the 
enemy. That’s what I did throughout all the years 
ofjhe Great War. and am endeavouring to do again 

•Jf- “ War Jitters Clips Show Biz ” is a heading in a 
New York theatrical weekly. One can at least 
guess at the meaning of the jargon. I look forward 
to another effort from the same source now that 
Japan and Russia have shaken hands over Man- 
chukuo, and the sly Soviet schemers have over¬ 
run eastern Poland. That will sure make “ War 
Jitters ” in li’le ol’ Noo York much more jittery. 


“ Peace ” to that much-tortured land I sez to 
myself, sez I, “ and you were the subject of 
pathetic laughter from a socialist friend one short 
month ago when you suggested the possibility of 
Berlin and Moscow (whose ideologies have so much 
in common despite the sustained lying of Hitler 
to the contrary) joining hands against the 
democracies ! ” It’s a funny world. 

Russia’s entirely selfish interest in "pacifying” 
Poland will add to the length of the war. The 
Soviet bosses are as keen on regaining the lost 
provinces of the Tsarist Empire as the Nazis on 
pushing their frontiers even beyond those aimed at 
by the Prussian Imperialists. 

The air raid shelters in the St. James’s 
district are many and reassuring. A few yards 
from my flat is one for seven hundred persons in 
a magnificent seven-storey building which has 
. just recently been completed and is still un¬ 
tenanted. Nothing but a direct hit would disturb 
those sheltering in its concrete depths. 

On the other hand, the cellars of my own 
building were condemned months ago by the 
Westminster surveyor as unsuitable for shelter 
Imagine my surprise this morning to find an 
official notice pasted on the wall announcing that 
they ore now available for eight persons ! Nothing 
whatever has been done to improve them as 
shelters and if the large sewer or the water main 
—both close by—were to be cracked, the cellars 
would he flooded out before you’d have time 
to say “ von Ribbentrop ” 1 

4F Talking about sewers, there’s going to be a 
lot of trouble in hitherto tranquil villages whose 
primiti.ve sanitation collapses under the ill- 
considered influx of evacuees. . . By the bjt. 


4F I'm the owner of two charming old houses in 
a Downland village where there is no general 
drainage An ordinary cesspit serves both houses, 
but as about a dozen evacuees (horrid word) 
have been thrust upon the unfortunate tenants 
ihe suddenly increased strain on the cesspit will 
prove excessive, and the extra cost of 
clearing it will eat up most of the 
absurdly inadequate allowance which the 
householders receive for the incon¬ 
venience and expense to which they are 
so Inconsiderately condemned. 

^ I read today about a “ Prince of 
Novelists,” a “ King of Story-Tellers,” 
and “ The Greatest Living Novelist,” 
all in two pages of the same paper I 
To be quite honest, these phrases made 
me faintly sick and made me sigh for the 
dear departed days of literary criticism. 
But in the days of war we may let them 
pass. They mean so little in the long run. 

■JF “ Eventually—why not now ? ” That 
used to be the slogan of a widely sold 
American flour. From coast to coast it 
was a popular theme for the smutty jokes 
of " drummers ” (travellers)-searching for 
a conversational opening. Occurs to me 
that it would not be a bad motto for the 
U,S..A today in their attitude to the 
Great Nazi War! 


An esteemed friend of mine is the 
leading publisher ii Italy. He is a whole¬ 
hearted" admirer of all things English, 
And yet under stress of propaganda his 
journals are sometimes disfigured "*■ 
nasty anti-English caricature. Look at the 
example I have clipped -viut here. It’s 
not funny, merely blasphemous. And 
remember it’s from a “neutral.” Amoldo, 
my friend, don’t let any more of this stuff 
besmirch your pages ! You know quite 
well who sank the “Athenia.” 
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Poland: The First Phase ^nds 


After fighting for nearly three weeks against tremendous odds— 
of numbers, equipment, and air power—the Polish armies were at 
last overthrown. Their collapse was rendered inevitable by the 
last-minute intervention of Soviet Russia. 


and resource, and it was hoped that they 
might be able to hold out until the coming 
of winter, with its concomitant, that 
Polish mud which crippled so ,effectively 
Mapoleon’s scheme of empire. 

The final stroke was a stab in the back. 
Russia, which for some days past had 
been displaying an ominous interest in 
the fate of its blood-brothers the White 
Russians and Ukrainians in Poland, now 
decided that the moment had come to 
intervene. Without troubling to declare 
war, Stalin ordered the Red Army to 
advance across the frontier, and in the 
course of a few hours huge successes were 
claimed by the Moscow radio. 

Warsaw, the capital, still held out de¬ 
spite the threats of the beleaguerers that 
unless it surrendered it would be treated 
as a military objective. To the north the 
fortress of Modlin kept up a spirited 
resistance, and it was reported that the 

fTnuricinTiQ in Tirp.Qf.-TiifnvQV nnrl T.wnw hnH 


also refused to surrender. As swiftly as 
the two invading armies could march— 
and their speed, be it remembered, was 
not that of foot-slogging infantry but of 
motorized columns—the gap between the 
Nazi and Soviet armies was rapidly closed. 
Attacked on both sides, the Polish armies 
continued to resist as long as possible, and 
particularly about Kutno, in the salient 


the end of the first two weeks ol 
/\ war the Germans in their in- 
^ vasion of Poland had occupied 
the whole of the western portion of the 
country with the exception of a small 
salient opposite Warsaw, and they had 
crossed those rivers which it had been 
hoped would have provided the Poles 
with a line of defence on which they could 
have dug in for the winter. The situation 
was pbviously critical, as the Polish front 
gave indubitable signs of cracking; 
indeed, in many places it had been pene¬ 
trated by the Gernfan motorized columns, 
who had, for instance—at least, so it was 
claimed by the German wireless—occu¬ 
pied Brest-Litovsk and Lwow, and had 
almost succeeded in .cutting Poland’s 
communications with Rumania. 

Nevertheless, the battle did not seem 
to be quite lost, for the Poles were 
fighting with their traditional bravery 



The Nazi Invaders did n 
Some of them are seen < 
Polish 





Pathos and Terror of the Last Days in Warsaw 
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Bombs Have Battered These Open Polish Towns 
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Poland Has Died Before —To Rise Again 

Flushed with victory, the Nazi warlords and their Soviet abettors in the rape of Poland have 
partitioned their prey, just as did the imperialist robbers of a century and a half ago. But the 
pages of history give us reason to believe that the crime of 1939 will be no more successful 
than that of 1795. 



N O country in Europe has suffered, 
and survived, so many surgical 
operations of the most drastic 
description as Poland. Hardly had she 
emerged from the mists which shroud 
her origin, when she suffered her first 
partition into a number of small princi¬ 
palities. During the Middle Ages, how¬ 
ever, Poland recovered her unity, and, 
allied with Lithuania, became one of the 
great States of the Continent—for cen¬ 
turies, indeed, she was a bulwark of 
western civilization against the inroads of 
the Tartars, the Turks, 
and the Muscovites. 


With the dawn of the modern age, 
however, a period of decline set in for 
Poland. Hgr system of elective monarchy 
led to the interference in her internal 
affairs by outside States, and her parlia¬ 
mentary government was rendered use¬ 
less by the fact that in the Diet every 
decision had to be by unanimous vote! 
In the 18th century Poland’s wealmess 
became apparent to the world, and in due 
course she became the prey of the three 
neighbouring States. 

It was in 1772 that Prussia, Russia, 
and Austria made what is called in 
history the First Partition of Poland. 


By this act of international brigandage 
Poland was deprived of about one-fifth 
of her population and one-fourth of her 
territory. 

Twenty-one years later the Second 
Partition of Poland reduced the state 
to about one-third of its original 
dimensions. In vain the Poles under 
Poniatowski and Kosciusko resisted 
I Russia sent 


■ of Russia 1 


During the Napoleonic Age a Grand 
Duchy of Warsaw was created, chiefly 
out of the Prussian .share of Poland, but 
this was suppressed in 1815 by the 
Congress of Yienua. Posen was then 
left to Prussii 
the eastern b 

Russia, and < 
constituted as the 
kingdom under the ' 

King of Poland. 

Following an unsui 
revolt in Warsaw in 1 
regime begar 
of Poland, 
second risin 
1863. All j 

Poland was suppressed ; a 
censorship was maintained ; 
whole system, of education -wa; 
with a view to destroying the P 
of nationality and even rendering 
use of their langua.ge ob.solete. Read( 
of Madame (,'urie’s life will remenil 








Then came the Great War, during which 
Poland was the battleground of the 
eastern front. In 1916 Germany and 
Austria-Hungary held out the prospect 
of the restoration of an independent 
Poland, and in 1917 the new Russian 
government promised to set about the 
creation of a new Polish State. Already 
President Wilson, in his peace message of 
January 22, 1917, had referred to a 
“ united, independent and autonomous 
Poland a peace aim of the Allies. 

In October, 1918, a free and united 
Poland was proclaimed ; and on Novem¬ 
ber 11—o.ur Armistice Day—^the Poles 
set up an independent government in 
Warsaw, with Pilsudski as its head. 

By the’ Treaty of Versailles of 1919 
the complete independence of Poland 
was recognized. But the question of 
the boundaries of the hew State required 
years for its solution. Particularly diffi¬ 
cult was the determination of the 
boundary with Russia. The Curzon Line 
of December 8. 1919—so-named after 
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Britain Won’t Go Hungry in this War 


rpHERE was an immediate 
A response to the Govern¬ 
ment’s appeal to farmers and. 
gardeners to produce more food. 
The Women’s Land Army got 
to work without delay in the 
first days of the war. Children 
evacuated to the country did 
any job on the farms for which 
they were suitable, from garner¬ 
ing potatoes in one place to 
helping to exterminate a plague 
of caterpillars in another. All 
the delays connected with food 
supplies in the early days were 
caused by transport difficulties 
and not by any food shortage ; 
and though ration cards were 
announced these were only to 
ensure equality of distribution 
and the prevention of waste. 
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Women Take Over in Paris and London 



I M the last war the women of all the 
* Allied— and enemy—countries proved 
that when their menfolk went to war 
there was hardly a man’s job that they 
could not do, and do well. This time the 
response of the women has been equally 
line. In France, where, when general 
mobilization is ordered, the vast majority 
of Frenchmen are called to the colours, 
V omen are soon required to do their part. 
Obviously in Great Britain, where the 
calling up of men proceeds more slowly, 
1 iie mobilization' of “ woman power ” is 
slower, but, as Queen Mary’s message 
of appreciation to her countrywomen 
showed, every call to British womanhood 
to help has been abundantly met so far, 
and it will be to the end. 
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Winning the Fight Against U-Boats 


Qince the last war the means of dealing 
^ with the submarine menace have 
been greatly improved and new devices 
for locating them, undreamed of in 1918, 
are now available. The brunt of the 
anti-submarine warfare* falls upon the 
destroyers, a class of ship originally 
developed to deal with a type of now 
obsolete torpedo boats, and therefore 
known as “ torpedo boat destroyers.” 
They have now earned the proud dis- 
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Floating Strongholds of British Sea Power 


nota. Kryston. 
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I N the opening stage of the war all 
eyes were turned on Poland, where 
the German military machine was 
engaged in Blitz-Krieg —^lightning war— 
with a view to ending as soon as possible, 
and with not the least regard for what 
may be called the decencies of warfare, 
the resistance of the Polish army and 
people. Meanwhile, on the Western 
Front there was little to report—at least, 
very little was reported. On each side 
of the frontier between Germany’ and 
France was mobilized an army of several 
millions of men, occupying a defensive 
position which, though called a “line,” 
is really a huge fortified area many 
miles in depth. 

For. a week or two the Paris com¬ 
munique let it be understood that the 
French troops were advancing in the 
most careful and methodical manner 
across the no-man’s-land between the. 
Maginot and .Siegfried lines. Their pro- 
■gress had in it nothing that was spec-' 
tacular; it was just a grim process of 
mopping-up machine-gun positions, des¬ 
troying tank traps, and 'wiping out the 
forward positions of the Nazi infantry. 

By the middle of the third week of 
the war the communiques had become 
even less revealing, and there were many 
who felt that either the press censorship 
was operating far too severely, or else the 
Allied commanders were taking an un¬ 
conscionable time in getting to grips with 
the enemy. 

Such views, however, were short¬ 
sighted, to say the least. All who had 
any real knowledge of the fortified 
systems on the Western Front knew full 
well that the first phase of the war must 
.necessarily be one of slow consolidation 
■ of quite minor gain.?;. -- • ■ 


The New Watch on the Rhine 

For the third week in succession the French and German com¬ 
muniques were agreed on the fact that there had been no fighting 
on the grand scale on the Western Front. But the artillery 
and other preparations for the decisive day of battle went on. 

But though there was little in the In other words, Gamelin was engaged 
French approach to make a good news- in a military blockade of Germany, 
paper story, the army was playing a. very Just as the British Navy was preventing- 
definite part in preparing the way for Germany from receiving the contraband 
victory. Far behind ' the German , lines of war, so on shore the French tactics 
the roads and railways were plastered by resulted in considerable inroads being 
the French artillery, and the concentra- made into the German stocks of petrol, 
tions of troops—including those brought oil, metals and explosives—all war 
in haste from the Polish front—were material which, as the struggle wore on, 
subjected to aerial bombing. Then, Germany must find it increasingly difficult 
over the whole front of nearly a hundred to replace. It was a French general who 
miles from the Moselle to the Ehiue, the made a broadcast statement on September 
Nazi High Command was held on tenter- 19 to the effect that for the Allies to seek 
hooks wondering where the next blow in a quick (and costly) decision on the West 
the Allied attack might fall. The Ger- would be a profound mi,stake, 
man troops were kept hard at it marching Meanwhile, millions of men waited on 
here and there, and digging trenches the event. There was-such a watch on 
behind the line ; the German population the Ehine as had never been kept before- 
was evacuated from many a village and in all the ages of history. Perhaps the 
town in the -war zone, and the news they most illuminating commentary on the 
had to carry back to the interior of situation was the report that Strasbourg, 
Germany can hardly have contributed to the beautiful capital of Alsace, had been 
the support of the home front; aerial abandoned by all but a thousand of its 
reconnaissances above the German lines normal 200,000 inhabitants ; and that, 
caused the defending air force to take the at night, through the city’s silent and 
air and so use up in futile manoeuvring empty streets, there was no movement 
much of its petrol; in the artillery duels, save that of the French patrols, who, 
too, a considerable quantity of the Nazi every now and again, broke the silence 
stores of big gun ammunition must have with their rifles as they dispatched a 
been expended in an altogether futile stray cat or a dog which had been aban- 
fashion. doned by a careless owner to its fate. 
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The Best War News Is a Letter From Home 


The War Illustrated 


r on active service the greatest of all joys is a letter from home. In the top photograph members of an anti-aircraft battery 
1 Kent are eagerly receiving the latest news from their loved ones, while below a French Army postmaster is distributing 
just behind the line. A distinguished military writer has said that it was the letters from home that won the last war—letters 
ooos telling them of unendurable privations their own folk were suffering. Historv mav yet repeat itself in Nazi Germany. 

Photos. Associated Press and Central Press 
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to the Western Front 


1 they pass’ through 
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‘ Tiger ’ Gort—Commander-in-Chief, B.E.F. 

The leader of Britain’s Expeditionary Force in France is one of the heroes of the last war. 

Below, in brief compass, is the record of what General Lord Gort has.managed to contrive 
in his fifty-three years of life. 


U NLIKE the army which Britain sent 
to France in 1914, the Expedi¬ 
tionary Force which crossed the 
Channel the other day is captained by 
an infantryman. French, Haig, Smith- 
Dorrien, Byng, Allenby, Plumer—all were 
cavaliymen and had been brought up in 
the old cavalry tradition. General Lord 
Gortj however, haS every claim to be 
regarded as one of the foot-sloggers—the 
P.B.I. of soldiers’ parlance of the last war. 

John Standish Surtees Prendergast 
Vereker was born in 1886, and succeeded 
his father as sixth Viscount Gort in 1902. 
As befitted the descendant of a long line 
of soldiers, young Gort, after leaving 
Harrow, passed through Sandhurst and 
at nineteen obtained a commission in the 
Grenadier Guards. 

When war broke out in 1914 he -was' 
a captain ; two years later he was a 
brevet-major, acting lieutenant-colonel. 
He won the Military Cross in 1916 and the 
D.S.O. in 1917— the latter with three bars, 
representing four individual acts of 
bravery justifying its award. In 
September, 1918, he won the highest and 
most coveted of all military decorations, 
the Victoria Cross. 

How He Won the V.C. 


A colonel in 1926, he was Director of 
Military Training in India from 1932 to 
1936, when he came home to take up the 
post of Commandant of the Staff College 
at Camberley. By this time he was a 
major-general, and in 1937 he was ap¬ 
pointed Military Secretary to Mr. Leslie 
Hore-Belisha, Secretary of State for War. 

It is said that the meeting between the 
statesman and the soldier was one of 
dramatic suddenness. According to the 
story, Gort wa.s ski-ing in Switzerland, 
when coming down a mountain he collided 
violently with another skier. Said the 
victim, “ Who the hell are you ? ” 
Eeplied the other, “ Gort.” Thus in- 
■ fornially introduced, Gort and Hore- 
Belisha became fast friends, and he was an 
obvious choice for the post of Military 
Secretary when it fell vacant. 

High Merit—Quick Promotion 

Promoted lieutenant-general, he justi¬ 
fied to the hilt the confidence reposed in 
him, and there was not a murmur of 
criticism when in December 1937, jump¬ 
ing clean over the heads of ninety senior 
officers, he received the appointment of 
Chief of the Imperial General Staff. 
Two or three days later he was raised to 


the rank of full general. Then, on 
September 4, 1939, he was designated 
Commander-in-Chief of the Expeditionary 
Force, which Britain was preparing to 
send overseas to fight side by side with 
the army of her French ally. 

Essentially a fighter, he is also one of 
the military intelligentsia. He is a 
sportsman, too, one who hunts and 
yachts and flies his Dwn aeroplane ; 
here, perhaps, we have a case of heredity 
will out, for his grandfather on the 
maternal side was Robert Surtees, author 
ot that series of inimitable sporting 
novels of which Mr. Jorrocks, grocer and 
sportsman, is the chief character. 

But perhaps the most important thing 
to be said about Gort is that he is a soldier 
who has had actual experience of modern 
war under the most trying conditions. 
As he studies his maps and makes his 
plans in the British H.Q. somewhere in 
France, he will always have before him 
the most vivid recollection and complete 
understanding of what it moans to be in 
the front line during the battle. He can 
never demand of a man a degree of 
courage, a depth of endurance, a height of 
resolution, beyond those which he himself 
has shown. 


This he gamed “ for most conspicuous 
bravery, skilful leading, and devotion to 
duty during the attack of the Guards 
Division on September 27th, 1918, across 
the Canal du Nord, near Flesquieres, when 
in command of the 1st Battalion 
Grenadier Guards, the leading battalion 
of the 3rd Guards Brigade.” 

“ Under neavy artillery and machine-gun 
fire,” continuefs the otficial record in the 
“London Gazette,” “ he led his battalion with 
great shiU and determination to the ' forming- 
up ’ ground, where very severe fire from artillerv 
and machine-guns was again encountered. 

“ Although wounded, he quickly grasped the 
situation, directed a platoon to proceed down a 
stmken road to make, a flanking attack, and, 
under terrific fire, went across open ground to 
obtain the assistance of a tank, which ^ he 
personally led and directed to the best possible 
advantage. While thus fearlessly exposing 
himself he was again severely wounded by 
a shell. Notwithstanding considerable loss of 
blood, after lying on a stretcher for a w-hile, 
he insisted on getting up and personally directing 
the farther attack. By his magnificent example 
of devotion to duty and utter disregard of 
personal safety all ranks were inspired to exert 
themselves to the utmost, and the attack 
resulted m the capture of over 200 prisoners, 
two batteries of field guns, and numerous 
machine-guns. Lieutenant-Colonel Viscount 
Gort then proceeded to organize the defence of 
the captured position until he collapsed ; even 
then he refused to leave, the field .until he had 
, seen the ‘ success signal ’ go up on the final 
objeotive, 

“ The successful advance of the battalion 
was mainly due to the valour, devotion and 
leadership of this very gallant officer.” 

After the War he continued to make 
rapid progress in the military hierarchy. 
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Britain’s Effort Gains Speed 

Her First Troops Go Abroad 

On September 12 it was officially announced that British troops were in France, but that they 
had not been in action as yet. The men were taken to a southern port by railway, having marched 
from camp or barrack to the station at which they were to entrain. Troop trains aiTived at the 
port in quick succession from many parts of England and Scotland. There a fleet of transports 
consisting of ships of many sizes was ready to embark the troops, and the journey across the 
Channel to France was made without a hitch. The mechanized units mostly made the journey 
to the port of embarkation by road. No figures were given of the number of men and amount of 
• war material transported, but the task of transportation must obviously have been one of great 
magnitude. The ease and celerity with which it was carried out speak volumes for the perfection 
of the organization in London and the Military Commands behind it. 
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T he secret of the departure of the British Expeditionary 
Force for France was extraordinarily well kept, and 
not until it had safely crossed the Channel was any 
official announcement of the departure made. Yet there 
were some who knew. The people of a port in the south 
of England were the first to realize what was happening. 
The number of trains passing towards the docks increased 
tremendously. By night and day the streets resounded to the 
rattle of Army lorries and tractors, while now and again 
in the bright September sunshine a long line of infantry 
coming from within marching distance of the port passed 
towards the docks. 

When the British Expeditionary Force landed in France in 
August, 1914, its equipment was very difierent from that of 
the Army of today. Mechanization had then hardly begun. 
Most of the artillery and transport and even many of the 
ambulances, were horse-drawn. In the Army Service 
Corps there were a certain number of motor transport 


wagons which were later supplemented by motor-lorries and 
vans commandeered from private firms, while for the transport 
of troops many London omnibuses were taken ofi the streets 
and sent to France. With the original B.E.F. went a Cavalry 
Division and Horse Artillery, but today, with a few exceptions, 
all the British cavalry regiments and artillery are mechanized 
units, and weapons unthought of 25 years ago are employed. 
Transport is also completely mechanized. 


T he change in the equipment of the infantry is striking. 
In the last war steel helmets were not issued until the 
end of 1915. The horror of gas was to come later, so 
that no gas masks were carried. Yet the total weight of equip¬ 
ment carried by an infantryman was even then heavy, and by 
June, 1916, it had risen to about 66 lb., which made it difficult 
to get out of a trench or to move much quicker than a slow 
walk or to lie down or rise with any speed. This photograph 
gives some idea of how completely things have changed. 








British Knights of the Air 




TThe Fighter Command, E.A.F., consists of home 
rons, equipped with aircraft specially design( 

sarily be enormously powerful and capable of outsts 
ances in climb, speed and manoeuvrability. Their 
must be deadly, and the five-mile-a-minute Hurricai 
page each have in the wings eight fixed machine-g 
directing the aeroplane at its target. A feature of 
now general in aircraft design, is the retractable 
the landmg wheels being withdrawn into the 
appreciably to the speed. All fighters and 
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The War Illustrated 



Jn this_ Section we present week by week 
a collection of personal accounts of war 
experiences, they- are selected on the 
same basis as those of the long series 
dealing with the first Great War which 
appeared in “ I Was There, ” published 
under the same Editorship in 1938*39. 


I Jumped from the Sinking “ Courageous ” 

Exclusive to The War Illustrated is this first-hand story of the 
sinking of H.M. Aircraft-Carrier “Courageous” on September 17. 

It is told by R.F.R. 1572 Marine M. Reidy, who was called up 
from his job in the machine-room of The Amalgamated Press 
when the reserve fleet was mobilized at the end of July. 



A t five to eight I was on the flight 
deck. The submarine attacked 
us broadside. We were struck 
about five to eight, and she had dis¬ 
appeared about a quarter past. 

“ The destroyer behind us came 
abreast and dropped depth charges. After 
one of these the submarine came up out 
of the water. This was before we had 
abandoned the ship. We saw the sub¬ 
marine blown out of the water Every- 


1 was a strong swimmer, so 1 swanu 
Some of the chaps made the mistake 
of running up the starboard side, but as 
it got higher and higher they found they 
could not jump into the sea, and some 
started to run down the flight deck. 
A lot must have lost their lives that way. 

“ The engines did not stop directly 
‘ Courageous ’ was hit, and we ran on for 
a good couple of hundred yards. I 
wondered at first whether she was really 


could not do so. Several were drowned 
in this way. There were plenty of logs 
of wood floating round and rafts and the 
motor-boat, but I just swam till I saw 
that , everybody near me had something, 
because I had no fear at all. I knew I 
was a good swimmer. When they all had 
one I grabbed a log. 

“ The Captain of the destroyer 
manoeuvred his ship so that the rollers 
were breaking against it and rolling the 
men down towards her, and then he threw 
ladders and ropes and hauled the men 
up as they came towards him. Some 
of the crew dived off the side of their 
ship and pulled up exhausted men 

“ When I entered the water the des¬ 
troyer was about 1J miles away, but when 
‘ Courageous ’ went down she gradually 
closed in, although she was afraid to 
move her screws in case some poor 
fellows got caught in them. Another 


updy cheered. i am firmly convinced 
that she was sunk. 

“ Following the two explosions, 
Courageous ’ took a definite list to port. 1 
lumped from the flight deck on to the C.F. 
(control position) platform and waited a 
while for orders and to see what would 
happen. The next order came about five 
minutes after the torpedoing. It was 
Abandon Ship,’ sent by word of mouth 
along the decks. The broadcast which nor¬ 
mally gives orders had been ruined, so the 
order was passed from man to man. The 
only boat they could get out was thecutter, 
and directly they got down to the water 
she sank. Then they lowered the -motor- 
boat on the after end of the port side. 
The marines ran out from the mess deck, 
and directly the order came through 
’ Abandon Ship,’ most of us jumped right 
over. The rafts were cut adrift and some 
of the men jumped on to them. But 


very seriously hit 
as she . did 
stop. The explosion 
partly collapsed the 
bridge, because it 
hit just under the 
bridge. 

“ Some ol the 
men kept their 
money in their 
pockets and left 
their trousers on. 
When we all 
jumped over the 
side these men got 
away so far and 
then found that 
they could not 
keep up with their 
trousers on. Then 
they tried to kick 
them off and 
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destroyer was dropping depth charges to the captain of the destroyer for his the bridge as the vessel took her final 
until they were sure the submarine was fine seamanship in keeping his ship to plunge. 

gone. A Dutch and an American ship the rollers, and to the seamen for the “ jVs for myself, I just swam and swam, 
were also in the vicinity and helped to way in which they worked to rescue us. Those three hours in the water seemed 
pick up- the survivors. They emptied their kit-bags for us, and much longer. I must pay tribute to 

“ I got into the water at ten past eight I was dressed in two blankets strapped the handling of the destroyer that saved 
and was picked up about 9.16. round me with a belt and an oilskin ug_ gjjg was so navigated that the swell 

“ I should like to "pay a special tribute jacket when I arrived on shore.” created by her progress helped us to 

swim towards her. 

We Were on ‘Courageous’ When She Was Hit “ As I got fairly near her a fellow 

swam alongside me and said ‘ Help me.’ 
I gripped him by the hair and when a 
man off the destroyer caught me to 
pull me aboard I was still hanging c 


The first loss sustained by the Navy in the war was the sinking 
of the aircraft carrier “Courageous” by a German submarine on 
Sunday night, September 17. Below are survivors’ accounts of the 
catastrophe reprinted by the courtesy of “The Daily Telegraph.” 


A YM ASTER SUB-LlEUT. I. F. 

Westmacott, the Captain’s 
secretary, was having his supper Hughes, 18, of St. Anne’s. 


of the most dramatic accounts That chap’s long absence from the 
was given by Naval Writer Tom barber’s saved his life. 


n the “ Courageous ” when he heard two 


'ed his life. 

Another impression which will-five 


When the first explosion occurred, he in my memory is that of a Eoyal Marine 
explosions which seemed to lift the ship, said, he was in the canteen. He made a sergeant who seemed to cover an enor- 
“ All lights went out and crockery fell rush for the deck, and as he was going mous distance sw immi ng from man to 
over,” he continued. “ I got out of the up the companion-way there was another man and making such remarks as ‘ Keep 
wardroom and made my way to the sea- explosion and a sheet of flame. He found going, my lad, and you will be all right, 
plane platform on top of the quarter men were throwing overboard pieces of Keep your heart and your head up.’ 
People waiting there did not seem wood, oars and anything that would float. There were heroes in plenty, but that 
lise that the ship would sink so soon. As an officer gave the order, “ Swim for sergeant was the greatest I saw.” 


deck. 

to realise that the 

Suddenly an order was given for every- it,” he clambered down a rope and 


one to get into the water. Some i 


dropped into the sea, which was “ so thick 


went to the floats and others got boats with oil that we might have been swim- 
I stripped and jumped into the ming in treacle.” He reached a raft, and 


John Desmond Wells, aged 16, a boy 
" seaman, of Seaton, Devon, said he 


water. I was in it about 40 minutes, 
swimming all the time, until I reached one 
of the destroyers. 

” Everybody behaved with calm, and 
the men cracked jokes. There was no 
panic or disorder.” 

Almost immediately after the attack 
the “ Courageous ” began to list to port. 


and within five minutes the captain gave out of the water and fell back like a stone. 


reading in his hammock waiting to 
was eventually taken aboard a destroyer. ■ go on duty when an explosion stunned him. 

M hen we realized we had been tor- « After groping about I managed to get 
pedoed,- said Naval Writer Hughes, our ^^e upper deck,” he added. “ Many men 

men were so iiMuriated that they threw ^.g^e running about but there was no panic, 
overboard depth charges in an effort to cc t r j i kt a. r r r ' 

’ 4.x. TT u i. ® 1 Slid down a blister [a form oi pro- 

the vJ”boati‘ . ,• .-i i •- j •-i ^ * 

“ I was swimming when I heard a dnll on the ship s side] to withm six 

Suddenly the submarine lifted clean ^^^er and stayed there foi 

. .. . 10 minutes. Other men did the same. 


orders to abandon her. 

bows submerged, her stern 


There is no doubt she was sunk. 

Hundreds of us who were struggling 


cocked up into the air, and she foundered in the water for our lives raised a cheer, 
within 15 to 20 minutes of being hit. 


MTiile 


“ It was apparent that the ship was 
inking, her bows being already nearly 
under water. I jumped clear and swam 
were swimming someone m the direction of a destroyer which was. 
Some of the boats ob the starboard shouted, ' Are we downhearted ? ' and about a mile off. There were 

side were got out, but those on the port there was a resounding ‘ No ! ’ in reply.” other destroyers and two 

” ■ ’ Hughes said one of his most rivid merchant vessels.’ 

recollections was that as he was in the Wells said that at no time was there any 

water he caught a glimpse of the com- panic, and when the . men were in the 

interval of perhaps a second. I believe mander of the “ Courageous,” Capt. water they sang “ Roll Up the Barrel.” 

there were a few minor explosions when Makeig-Jones, standing at the salute on 


side could not be used as she heeled 
too quickly. 

“ There were two distinct bangs at a 


she actually foundered. Part of the ship’s 
crew were below decks at the time.” 

J"^NE of the youngest survivors is Bugler 
R. D. Emerson, of the Eoyal 
JIarmes, aged 15, and only 5 ft. in height. 
When the ship was struck he went on 
the flight deck, took off his bugle and tied 
It to the ship’s rail. Then he undressed, 
clambered down the starboard side and 
struck out for a raft. 

Our destroyers were dropping depth 
cliarges,” he said, “ and within a few 
minutes we saw the submarine blown up. 
There was no doubt about it. The con¬ 
ning tower broke one way and the stern 
was blown another and oil shot up from 
the water. We all cheered. 

“ As we paddled away the men sang, 
■ Heigh ho; it’s off to work we go.’ We 
1 ad not got far when, the ‘ Courageous ’ 
t ent down with 200 men on board.” 


FOR THE LOST OF 
H.M.S. COURAGEOUS 

You have given all. Fate has 
no more to ask. 

But we, for whom you died, 
do here renew 

Our sacred promise to com¬ 
plete the task 

i’or love of England — and 
because of you. 

Humbert Wolfe 



\ 17-yEAR-OLD Exeter survivor said: 

“ I helped to lower a boat which got 
stuck, and a couple of us climbed down 
over the side of the ship to push her off. 

“ About 30 men were in her, but there 
was a rush of water into her stern as she 
reached the sea. She sank and the men 
were forced to swim. 

Meanwhile, I waited on deck and 
smoked a cigarette. Then I heard a 
shout, ‘ Every man for himself,’ and- I 
went down the ship’s side on a /ope. 

“ I reached a float with a number of 
men on it and they helped me aboard. 
Everybody was cheerful. Somebody said, 
‘ Let’s have a song, boys,’ and we struck 
up ‘ Rolling Home ’ and ‘ Show- Me the 
Way To Go. Home.; ■ After about 45 
minutes a destroyer came- alongsidej- and 
she was handled so beautifully that she 
''ardly disturbed the float.” 
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‘Courageous’—the Navy’s First Wartime Loss 


’ those who had i 
T. Makeig-Jc 


I draft cruiser in 1915-16 to operate in tl 
1 1937 at Gibraltar, when officers of the Qer 
icer at the piano is a German—and so was 


he Baltic, and was afterwards converte 
rman battleship'■ Deutschland ’’were be 
the man who launched the torpedo that 
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‘Tommy’ Lands in France Again 

On September 11 .1 was announced that a British ^Expeditionary Force 
had been conveyed across the Channel without the loss of a single man. 
Here is the story of the landing of the British troops in France, as 
reported in the “ Daily Express ’ ’ by Geoffrey Cox. 


The troops wave back and move steadily 
on under the poplar trees lining the roads. 

In the narrow streets of the old port 
town, the British troops were already 
completely at home. Infantrymen wear¬ 
ing the new battle-dress, white-belted 

I N a Channel port I have been watching shops and tobacconists’. Veterans of the military police, red hat-banded staff 
columns of steel-helmeted British last war acted as interpreters, but little officers carrying canes, sergeants wearing 
troops landing quietly and smoothly interpretation was needed. the old style flat forage caps, strolled 

as if on manoeuvres, and tramping over These men were taken right into along and looked at the shop windows, 
the cobbles from the ships to their billets. French life. I saw infantrymen sitting Army nurses, with red-white-and-blue 
At street corners and house doors on doorsteps like the members of any hatbands and with steel helmets slung 
French people crowded to watch them, French family, with babies sitting on over their arms, sat in their grey uniforms 
sometimes clapping, sometimes breaking their knees, while hordes of little boys in the corner of a restaurant eating lunch, 
into “ Vive les Anglais.” examined their buttons, caps and uni- The French are greatly struck by the 

But the landing of these Young Con- forms. easy air of confidence of these men, and 

temptibles was no affair of flags or flower These men displayed the same attitude the excellence of their bearing and equip- 
throwing. This is ruled out by the need as the French towards this war—a quiet ment. An American military expert who ' 
for secrecy in these days of air raids. determination to see crushed once and for was with me was most impressed with 
The attitude of the men seems to be ; all this thing which has disturbed our the calibre of this army, which he considers 
“ We’rie here to do a job we think worth natural life. One man told me : “A fort- is^ probably the best fitted out in the 
doing and we don’t want any unnecessary night ago I was working on a building job world. 

fuss.” in a remote part of Devon. I would never All the people oi this port who 

The French, too, share this feeling of have believed I should find myself in remember 1914 said there was a great 
. not wishing for heroics, but the people France now.” Two cTf them wore stripes difference in attitude. A woman keeping 
of this port were moved by the sight of from the last war. . a cafe on the port side said to me ; “ Then 

the khaki columns landing on their soil While we were talking a whistle blew, - they came laughing and keen for adven- 
once more. the motor-cyclists hopped on their cycles, ture. Now they come determined to 

One old Frenchman who had been slung their rifles over their backs, and tackle the difficult job that is ahead, 
standing silent suddenly rushed forward off went these troops, moving through knowing that it is worth tackling. You 
to seize the hand of a great, gaunt villages and small towns and getting the tell the Old Contemptibles I’ve seen theii 
Highlander heading a platoon. . i _ i ,i _ i .i „ « 

He shook it, tears streaming from his 


eyes. The Highlander grinned, then 
carried on marching. 

Out in the grey Channel I saw the dark- 
shapes of the British and French des¬ 
troyers which had escorted the latest 
ships to the port. 

Above floated an observation balloon, 
scanning the port approaches for sub¬ 
marines. From the coastal forts great 
guns pointed out to sea, covering the 
approaches from England. Not a man 
s lost on this crossing. 


warmest French welcome. sons today and they’re worthy of them.” 

I Bombed a U-Boat from the Air 


The sihking ol a German submarine by a young South African 
pilot, laconically announced by the Ministry of Information, has 
stirred the imagination of the British people. Below is his own 
modest account of the achievement reprinted by permission from 
“ The Daily Telegraph.” 


r SIGHTED the submarine o 


the surface To make absolutely certain I fired 
some rounds of ammunition near her to 


I and two miles away. 

It was travelling pretty fast—at give her a chance to identify herself. 

12 knots—in an easterly direction. She did not, so I proceeded to div 


about 12 k 

I took cover in a cloud to approach at the same time firing my front gun 
the submarine from astern. As I came at someone wearing a white hat who 
Through the gate of their temporary out of the cloud, flying at 1,600 feet, 1 was standing on the conning tower, 

barracks swung a detachment of sappers, tried with my binoculars to identify the At 500 feet the man on the conning 

shovels on shoulder. submarine. Flying closer I saw those tower disappeared and the submarine 

Other troops, waiting for trains and characteristics, which made me sure she started to div^e. By the time I dropped 


lorries, crammed the bakers’, the wine- was a German, 



my first salvo-of bombs, the nearest of 
which hit the water 15 or 20 yards directly 
ahead, the submarine was half under 
water. 

The explosion ol the bombs blew , 
her back to the surface. That gave me 
time to turn round, and I then carried 
out an attack from the port beain. 

The nearest bomb of my second salvo 
landed 6 feet to the side of the conning 
tower. It was a direct hit on the sub¬ 
marine’s port side and there was a 
colossal explosion and her whole stern 
lifted out of the water. She dived into 
the sea at an angle of 30 deg. 

For 20 minutes afterwards 1 re¬ 
mained over the spot watching the 
large whirlpools caused by escaping air 
coming to the surface of the water. By 
that time I assumed the submarine to be 
out of actipn on the bottom of the sea 
and.returned to my base, ’ 












in a Minefield 


Paravanes Spell Safety 
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Hitler’s SOS to the Jews 


Jutius Streicher, arch-instigator 
persecution of Jews in Germany, was 
to be in disgrace after war broke 


One of the most illuminating sidelights on Nazi Germany’s readi¬ 
ness or otherwise for the waging of a long war was the apfwal to the 
banished Jews to come back and work for the country which, under 
Hitler’s leadership, cast them out with every kind of ignominy. 


From his early days in the Vienna of 
pre-War days Hitler has hated the Jew 
with an intense, all-consuming hatred. 
His movement has been built up very 
largely on anti-Semitism. Since he has 
come to power in Germany he has done 
his best to eradicate entirely' the Jewish 
element from German life. 

Jewish professors, bankers and indus¬ 
trialists, Jewi.sh journalists, artists and 
musicians, Jews of insignificant place and 
name and Jews whom the world at large 
has delighted to honour—such Jews as 
Einstein, Ehrlich, Bruno Walter, Freud, 


and Thomas Mann—all have been driven 
into exile or subjected to the most intense 
and bitter humiliations. 

The Nazi press has descended to the 
gutter in search for its terms of abuse 
of the Jew. Jews have been forced to 
march along the street carrying offensive 
placards ; they have been assaulted in 
their houses; their shops have been 
picketed by Nazis. One of the first things 
the Nazi conquerors did in Viemia was 
to compel members of the Jewi.sh intelli¬ 
gentsia to go down on their knees and 
scrub the streets. 


“ THO is the enemy of the German 

race ? Who sapped the 
’ ” strength of the German 
people in the War and ensured their 
collapse at the end of it ? Who as 
capitahst exploits the worker ? WJio as 
Communist inflames and then betrays 
him ? Who corrupts and corrodes the 
nations with his vile and vulgar pseudo¬ 
culture ? Who is the enemy of the entire 
human society ? ” Tliesc are some of 
the questions posed in Hitler’s “ Mein 
Kampf.” Ho gives the answer, and in 
every case it is the same —the Jew ! 


No task has been too degrading for the 
Nazi taskmasters to set the Jews, of 
Germany, no abuse has been too foul, no 
accusation too revolting. Julius Strei- 
cher’s “ Her Stiirmcr ’’ built up a weekly 
culation of 500,000 on pornography 
blackmail of the Jewish peojtle. 

Yet only a few days after war broke 
out in 1939, posters were displayed in the 
German consulate in Antwerp urgiijg all 
doctors, engineers and other technical 
experts of German nationality, no matter 
what their race, to return home and work 
lor Germany again. The f)osters went on 
to promi,se that the fortunes which had 
been confiscated from such refugees would 
be restored if only they returned now in 
the hour of Germany'’s need. 

But the Jews have long memories, and 
in that vast, world-wide front which has 
been built up against Hitlerism those 
Jews who w'ere once a mainstay of German 
prosperity are finding their place. “ We 
are anxious to put all our skill and know¬ 
ledge at the service of those who are 
fighting the Nazis ” said one Jewish 
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Himmler—The Man Germany Fears 


In the circle of Nazi chiefs, Heinrich Himmler occupies a unique 
place, and particularly since war began has the importance of 
this arch-spy, super-terrorist of the Nazi people become clear 
for all to see. 


I F there is one man in Nazi Germany other keeps watch between the double 
whom everybody fears it is Heinrich doors leading to it. 

Himmler, the chief of the two great As commander of the Black Guards, 
terroristic organizations, the Gestapo and as the person primarily responsible for the 
the S.S. safety of the Fuehrer, Himmler wields a 

Of lowly birth, and in early days a tremendous power, but the hate which 
schoof-teacher, he early allied himself with he inspires is due to his position as chief 
Hitler and was the Fuehrer’s standard- of the Gestapo {Geheime Staatspolizei, 
bearer during the unsuccessful Munich secret police). He is the Fouche of the 
putsch of 1923. Since 1929 he has been Nazi regime, and he performs his duties 
commander of the S.S. {Schulz-Staffeln, with an efficiency of the most sinister 
defencecorps),'the black-uniformed private kind. His agents—spies is the better 
army which is so much in evidence in the word—are everywhere. The concierges 
Nazi Eeich. These Black Guards are the of most of the great apartment houses 
army of the home front; 200,000 of them with which the German cities are filled 
are trained as regular soldiers, serve for are suspected of being in his pay, and he 
seven years, and live in barracks. They has informers (not to say, agents jrrovoca- 
are selected with particular care, for it is teurs) in all the factories and big business 
intended that they should constitute a houses, in the universities and the schools, 
kind of Praetorian Guard such as sur- in newspaper-offices and in the beer halls, 
rounded the emperors of imperial Eome, So widespread are the ramifications of his 
or the janissaries of the sultan at Con- spy system that conversation in Germany 
stantinople. Trained in special schools is becoming a lost art, for even the most 
set up in castles in various parts of the careless gossip may be reported by the 
Eeich, they are permitted to marry only Gestapo and call down upon the unhappy 
after a thorough investigation of the speaker’s head the most dire consequences, 
pedigree of the proposed bride. They are For lapses of speech as well as of conduct 
even forbidden to smoke. It is said that the doors of the concentration camp are 
two of the Black Guards are always in ever open—and the concentration camps 
attendance on Herr Hitler to protect his are under Himmler’s control, 
life with their own; even when he sleeps With typically Teutonic efficiency and 
one is on guard inside the room while the he has built up a colossal card index 

system recording the 
names and particulars 
of all those persons in 
every rank of life who 
are suspected of being 
even lukewarm in their 
attachment to the Nazi 
system. No one knows 
how many millions of 
the German people are 
included in this vast 
dossier—and it is not 
intended that anybody 
should know. 

To Himmler’s head-, 
quarters are reported the 
names of all those who 
in the heat of the 
moment have let out an 
unguarded statement, or 
those who are believed 
to be not satisfied with 
the news given by the 
German official wireless, 
but in the silent dark¬ 
ness of their own homes 
listen in to' the news 
bulletins given over the 
air by Paris and 
Brussels, Moscow and 
he is London. When you put 
through a telephone-call 
in Germany you can 


never be sure that an agent of tl 
is not tapping the line; and when you open 
your letters at the loreakfast-table you 
have an uneasy feeling that someone has 
opened them before you. 

Fearful in peacetime, Himmler casts 
an even more monstrous shadow now 
that Germany is at war. By his regimen¬ 
tation of the home front, he strives to 
maintain the people’s morale. But it may 
be doubted whether morale can flourish 
in the forcing-bed of terrorism. 

In appearance Himmler is the typical 
German bureaucrat; some people would 
call him insignificant—until they look 
into his eyes. He is by no means a great 
speaker—^indeed, he is not a believer in 
speeches, but rather in action of the 
imderground variety. Essentially he is 
an organiser, a ferreter-out of secrets, one 
who has an excellent ear and nose for 
the slightest suggestion of disaffection. 
Although those, who have inade his 
personal acquaintance aver that he has 
considerable charm, it is probably true 
to say that he has no friends, for. e\ren 
Hitler may wonder if his allegiance to 
him is based on personal affection or on 
cool calculation. During the “ blood 
purge ” of June 30,1934, it was Hi mml er’s 
Black Guards who despatched in cold 
blood Eoehm and scores —perhaps hun¬ 
dreds—of the Nazi personnel whose 
continued existence their Fuehrer had 
decided was inconvenient to the main¬ 
tenance of his power. 

Those who hold high place in the Nazi 
movement today may well remember the- 
callous competence displayed by Himmler 
and his agents in the mass executions. 

Master spy, executioner in chief—^no 
wonder Himmler is hated and feared. 
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THE SOVIET PLAYS ‘JACKAL TO THE NAZI LION’ 

Russia’s unprovoked aggression on an unoffending neighbour, struggling for her 
life, made a most unfavourable impression on world opinion, and gave rise to a flood 
of speculation as to the motives which impelled the 


A t four o’clock in the morning of 
Sunday, September .17,1939, large 
bodies of troops of the Red Army 
crossed the frontier of Poland at many 
points, and proceeded to attack the 
Polish armies, then fighting desperately 
for their existence against the over¬ 
whelming numbers of the Nazi invaders. 
Taken thus in the rear, the Polish front 
rapidly disintegrated, and in the course 
of a few hours practically the whole of 
Poland had been successfully overrun 
by the combined armies of Germany and 
Soviet Russia. 

Although the way for this extra¬ 
ordinary development had been paved 
by the German-Soviet Non-Aggression 
Pact, signed in Moscow on August 23, the 
world received the news with a thrill of 
disgusted horror. That the alleged ideo¬ 
logical opposites should agree on a non¬ 
aggression pact was one thing ; for the 
Soviet to act, in the words of an American 
commentator, “ as the jackal to the 
Nazi lion,” was quite another. 

The ostensible reasons for Russia’s 
military invasion were given in the Soviet 
note handed to the Polish Ambassador in 
Moscow by Assistant Roreign Commissar 
Potemkin on behalf of Premier Molotoif 
at about the same time as the first Russian 
troops crossed the frontier. 

‘ Poland has Ceased to Exist ’ 

The note read as follows : 

The Polish-German war has shown the 
internal bankruptcy of the Polish State. 

During the course of ten days’ hostilities, 
Poland has lost-all-her industrial areas and 
cultural centres. -.Warsaw, as the capital of 
Poland, no longer exists. The Polish Govern¬ 
ment has disintegrated and no longer shows 
any sign of life. 

This means that the Polish State and its 
Government have, in point of fact, ceased to 
exist. In the same way, the Agreements con¬ 
cluded between the U.S.S.R. and Poland have 
ceased to operate. 

Left to her. own devices and bereft of leader¬ 
ship, Poland ha.s become a suitable field for all 
raarmer of hazards and surprises, which may 
constitute a threat to the U-S.S.R. For these 
reasons the Soviet Government, which has 
hitherto been neutral, cannot any longer pre¬ 
serve a neutral attitude towards these facts. 

■ The Soviet Government also cannot view with 
indifference the fact that the kindred Ukrainian 
and White Russian people who live on Polish 
territory and who are at the mercy of fate 
should be left defenceless. 

In the circumstances, the Soviet Government 
has directed the High Command of the Red 
Army to order the troops to cross the frontier 
and take under their protection the life and 
property of the population of Western Ukraine 
and Western White Russia. 

At the same time the Soviet Government 
propose to take all measures to extricate the 
Polish people' from the unfortunate war into 
■which it was dragged by its unwise leaders, and 
to enable it to live a peaceful hfe. 

■- In a broadcast to the Soviet people 
delivered at 9.30 a.m. the same day, 
M. Molotoff declared that the events 
arising out of the Polish-German war had 


revealed the ' internal insolvency ' and 
obvious impotence of the Polish State. 
After repeating his statement concerning 
Poland’s loss of her industrial and 
cultural centres, M. Molotoff went on to 
say that the population of Poland had 
been abandoned by their ill-starred leaders 
to their fate, and that the Polish State and 
its government had virtually ceased to 
exist. 

“ In view of this state of affairs,” he pro¬ 
ceeded, “ the treaties concluded between the 
Soviet Union and Poland have ceased to operate. 
A situation has arisen in Poland which demands 
of the Soviet Government special concern for 
the security of-its State. Poland has become 
a fertile field for any accidental and unexpected 
contingency which may create a menace to the 
Soviet Union. . . Nor can it be demanded of 
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the Soviet Government that it should remain 
indifferent to the fate of its blood brothers the 
Ukrainian and White Russians inhabiting 
Poland, who even formerly were nations without 
any rights, and who have now been entirely 
abandoned to their fate. The Soviet Govern¬ 
ment deems it its sacred duty to extend the 
hand of assistance to them.” 

If these be what psychologists call good 
reasons for Russia’s intervention, the real 
reasons may have been far different. 
For more than twenty years Russia had 
looked on in apparent indifference to the 
fate of her “ blood brothers ” beyond the 
Soviet borders. What now stimulated 
her energetic intervention was much 
more likely the rapid advance of the 
German army across the quivering 
carcase of Poland. 

“ Stalin,” said “ The Daily Telegraph,” “cannot 
watch the German steam-roller crashing over 
prostrate Poland rvithout an uneasy suspicion 
that the driver may forget to stop. Stalin has 
presumably read ‘ Mein Kampf.’ If so, he has 


no. doubt noted Herr Hitler’s conviction that 
Germany’s true field of expansion is to the 
eastward ; what he covets most in Europe is 
the granary of the Ukraine. Like most monct- 
maniacs, Herr Hitler has been true to himself 
if nothing else; apd there is point in M. Molotoff’s 
insistence that Poland’s W’hite Russians and 
Ukrainians are under Red protection.” 

This argument is based on the assump¬ 
tion that Hitler remains a National 
Socialist and Stalin a Communist, but a 
situation may well be envisaged in which 
the ideological line of separation is 
completely erased. Indeed, for some 
time past there have been some critics 
who have asserted that the present 
Soviet regime is most certainly not 
Communism, but has many points of 
resemblance with State Capitalism of the 
Fascist variety. Some have gone further, 
and say that Stalin has become infected 
with the virus of imperialism, and is now 
prepared to play the game of power 
politics, with the best. 

■ Triumph of Communism ’ 

On the other hand, those who still cling 
to a belief in Soviet consistency find 
consolation in a statement broadcast 
from Moscow late in the evening of 
September 17, which declared that the 
Soviet action in invading Poland was 
aimed not only at the protection of the 
White Russian and Ukrainian minority 
in Poland, but at the opening of a new 
road for the worldwide triumph of that 
Communist creed whose spread was 
arrested by Pilsudski at the gates of 
Warsaw in 1920 and by the “ Fascist 
state of Poland ” in subsequent years. 

Whatever the reason for Stalin’s 
unleashing of his legions, there was no 
hesitation once the order had been given 
to march. Led by Voroshiloff, the Soviet 
Marshal, the Red armies poured across the 
frontier in a vast flood, seemingly deter¬ 
mined to occupy as much Polish territory 
as possible before still further appropria¬ 
tions could be made by the Nazis. Par¬ 
ticularly in south Poland a race developed 
between the German and Russian troops 
to obtain possession of the rich oilfield 
between Lwow and the Carpathians. 

Perhaps it is this scramble for Polish 
territory which gives the key to the 
situation. It fs hardly to be doubted that 
in the talks which led up to the German- 
Soviet Pact a month before, some par¬ 
tition of Poland had been resolved upon, 
and it may well have been decided that 
the German approach to a given line 
should be the signal for Russian interven¬ 
tion. The Nazis made speedier progress 
than had been anticipated, and Stalin 
. may well have feared that unless he made 
haste Germany would have no hesitation 
in occupying territory which according 
to the agreement was to form part of 
Russia’s share of the spoils. 
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October 7th, 1939 



Russian armoured cars entering the territory of a country with which the U.S.S.R. had signed a non-aggression pad 
ary value of the mechanized Soviet army has yet to be proved. The effort to turn Russia from an agricultural country into 
manufacturing one was not wholly successful, for the Russian does not take kindly to mechanical things. 
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Monday, September 11 

Mr. Anthony Eden, Secretary of State for 
the Dominions, in a broadcast address 
relayed to the United States and to the 
Empire: 

“ You may remember the famous story of the 
Roman envoys who went to Carthage before 
the First Punie War. Confronted by the 
Carthaginian Senate their spokesman said: 

‘ I have here two gifts, peace and war. take 
which you choose.’ No such grim alternative 
was given to Herr Hitler. Every inducement 
was offered him to enter the way ol peaceful 
negotiation. The Polish Government had 
accepted the principle of negotiation Herr 
Hitler deliberately and with set-purpose made 
negotiation impossible. Instead, he chose to 
embark upon a war of naked aggression, and 
this country and France have in consequence 
fulfilled their undertaking to Poland. . 

“ The German Chancellor carried cynical dis¬ 
simulation so far as finally to invade Poland 
because Poland had failed to accept peace pro¬ 
posals which she had never oven received from 
the German Government. There has never 
been a more flagrant mockery of international 
good faith. 

“ Poland was ready to negotiate, as Czecho¬ 
slovakia was ready to negotiate a year ago. 
Herr Hitler has preferred force. He has made 
the choice ; he must suffer the decision. For 
us now there will be no turning back. We have 
no quarrel with the German people, but there 
can be no lasting peace until Nazism and all it 
stands for, in oppression, cruelty, and broken 
faith, is banished from the earth. This is an 
issue that admits of no compromise. 

“ Herr Hitler has claimed that his sole aim 
was to remedy the injustices of the Treaty of 
Versailles, which, he contended, was the root of 
all evil. This it was, we are told, which had 
forced him to build his colossal armaments, to 
march his legions into Austria, to imprison its 
Chancellor, to absorb Austria into the German 
Reich. This it was that compelled him to 
break faith with the British and French Govern¬ 
ments, and, despite his pledge, so recently and 
so solemnly reaffirmed, to invade and subdue 
Czecho-Slovakia and to attempt to reduce her 
people to the status of hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. 

“ This it was that left Herr Hitler—we are 
assured—with no alternative but to turn against 
Poland, with whom some five years ago he had 
solemnly signed a pact which was to run for 
TO years. 

“ Faced with such a catalogue of broken vows 
and discarded pieces, how is it possible to 
escape the conclusion that the Treaty of Ver¬ 
sailles was not a grievance to redress but a 
pretext for the use of force ? Five times in the 
last 80 years the rulers of Germany have em¬ 
barked with only the'slightest pretext upon a 
'war of aggression. Against peaceful Denmark 
sin 1864, against Austria in 1866, against France 
in 1870, against the whole world in 1914 to 
1918, and now against France, Poland, and 
Great Britain in 1939. 

“ 'With such a record her present rulers, had 
they been honest and sincere, might well have 
thought that they should accept to negotiate 
with nations who wanted nothing more than 
to live at peace with Germany, and who, as 
the documents which have 'been published 
show, excluded no subjects from peaceful dis¬ 
cussion. 

“ Herr Hitler and his Nazi associates would 
have none of it. Flouting all the lessons of 
history, ignoring or deriding even their own 
country’s experience of British character, they 
preferred yet once more the path of lawlessness, 
the path of misery and of bloodshed, the path 
ofranarchy and want. Let the Nazi leaders ask 
themselves now to what destiny they are leading 
the German people. 

“ Our conscience is clear. Our memory is 
long, and our determination is unshaken. 
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“ Let there be no mistake about this. Our 
determination to see this war through to the 
end is unshaken. We must make it clear to the 
Nazi leaders, and if we can to the German 
people, that this country, as the Prime Minister 
said, has not gone to war about the fate of a 
far-away city in a foreign l^tj.d. We have de¬ 
cided to fight to show that aggression does not 
pay, and the German people must realize that 
this country means to go on fighting until that 
goal is reached. 

General Smuts in a message to the people 
of South Africa: 

“ Germany’s policy of force extends to her 
former colonies. The oldest and the foremost of 
these is South-West Africa. This' constitutes a 
threatening danger to the Union. If she remains 
neutral. South Africa cannot expect the help 
of other Powers, including Great Britain, when 
she is attacked over a Mandate which has 
20,000 Afrikaners among its population. It 
would be a breach of faith to leave these people 
to the danger of falling under such a hell as the 
Nazi regime. 

“ Moreover, this is no time lor displaying our 
separateness from the Commonwealth, which is 
our best friend and customer. In taking sides 
against Germany the Union is also participating 
in a struggle which touches deeply the basis of 
Christian values and our most valued political 
and civic rights.” 

Tuesday, September 12 

Second message from the Independent 
Socialists of Germany to the British 
Independent Labour Party, smuggled 
through a neutral country: 

“ The Gestapo, the German secret service, 
is now in control over the workers in Germany. 
The fortifications workers, who have been 
forced to leave their homes and their families, 
are watched by the Gestapo. Storm troopers 
and blackshirts see that no revolutionary word 
is spoken. Guards drive them to work for 
long hours without a chance of rest. 

“ This is a pamphlet which our fortifications 
workers are spreading in spite of the perse¬ 
cution of the Gestapo; in spite of the terror 
of Hitler’s storm troopers : 

“ ‘ Comrades of the-; fight from canteen 

to canteen. Fight against Hitler’s policy of 
aggression and war. We want shorter hours 
and more food. Give us butter and bacon, 
eggs and fat. We do not want war. We want 
to return to our families.’ 

“ In spite of the terror of the Gestapo, the 
illegal fight goes on in Germany. Starved, 
exhausted, and persecuted, we and our com¬ 
rades will win the battle for Socialism, inside 
or outside the frontier, in peace or in war, 
in liberty or in prison. The fight goes on to the 
last breath.” 

Wednesday, September 13 

Mr. Chamberlain in the House o! 

Commons : 

“ The people of France and the people of Great 
Britain are alike determined not only to honour 
to the full their obligations to Poland, but also to 
put an end once for all to the intolerable strain 
of living under the perpetual threat of Nazi 
aggression. Our French allies are, like ourselves, 
a peace-loving people, but they are no less 
convinced than are we that there can be no 
peace until the menace of Hitlerism has been 
finally removed. Ilfaut en finir,” 


Thursday, September 14 

Mr. Chamberlain in the House of 
Commons . 

” His Majesty’s Government have noted this 
amiouneement [the German decision to bomb 
open towns], which on the lace of it is in flat 
coqtradiction of the German Chancellor’s 
recent statement to the Reichstag when he 
disclaimed any desire to make war on women 
and children. . ' 

“ The restrictions we—like the French— 
have imposed upon the operations of our own 
Forces were based upon the condition of 
similar restraint being observed by our oppo¬ 
nents, and H.M. Government must, of course, 
hold themselves free, if such restraint is not in 
fact observed, to take such action as they may 
deem appropriate. 

“ But 1 wish to add that, whatever bo the 
length to which others may go, H.M. Government 
will never resort to deliberate attack on women, 
children and other civilians for purposes of mere 
terrorism. 

Monday, September 18 

Ri. Hon. A. Greenwood in a message 

to the Labour Party : 

I realize to the full the,feelings of members of 
the Labour Movement about yesterday’s news. 

The U.S.S.R. has invaded Poland. She has 
done so on grounds which cannot be justified 
and which have been used previously by Hitler 
as excuses for his monstrous outrages. 

No one can foretell what may happen next. 
It is idle to speculate, but what we must do 
is to face realities. The new situation, ho-wever 
it may develop, will gravely increase our 
difficulties. 

It is folly to pretend otherwise. The struggle 
will be sterner, but whatever may befall cannot 
alter the issue by one iota. 

The British working-class Movement has 
adopted a definite and • unalterable attitude 
against aggression wherever and by whomsoever 
it is committed. 

It has accepted the challenge thrown out by 
Germany. It will not now turn its back on the 
Polish people W'ho are the latest victims of 
aggression, alas, on two fronts. 

However the forces of the world may be 
aligned in the immediate future, the spirit of 
those who stand unflinchingly for freedom will be 
victorious. 

Therefore 1 say, do not let base passions get 
the better of steady judgement. 

Do not let hatred obscure our minds and 
deflect us for one moment from the greatest 
task in the history of mankind—the final down¬ 
fall of overlordism, dictatorship and tyranny. 
It may Be that in the ebb and flow of war 
Poland will for a time be wiped off the map of 
Europe, but there \Till beaglorious resurrection. 

Labour says to the Poles, therefore, bitter 
and tragic though your struggle may be, we will 
not desert you. We cannot desert the basic 
principle of our Movement without being 
traitors to ourselves. 

We shall never be guilty of treachery. Loyalty 
to a cause is in every fibre of our being. Our 
message of hope to Poland is that in the days to 
come she will stand as an imperishable monu¬ 
ment to steadfastness and faith in freedom 
when dictatorships have been swept from the 
face of the earth. 

With Poland’s rise from the ashes of the war 
in full-fledged freedom there will also come free¬ 
dom for other peoples now dwelling in the dark 
shadows of cruelty and oppression. 




Czechs Raise Standard of Revolt 

Protected ” by the Nazi Eeich since 
^ the spring of 1939, Czecho- 


.akia, and despite the most ruthless 
isures taken by the army of occupa- 
1 the fight of the oppressed peoples, 
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Monday, September 18 

Soviet and German troops met near 
Brest-Litovsk. In a joint communique the 
two Governments announced their intention 
of restoring order in Poland. 

Soviet troops also reached Vilna m the 
north and occupied the Rumano-Polish 
frontier in the south. 

Attack on Warsaw resumed. 

Polish Gover.iment having crossed the 
frontier into Rumania, together with number¬ 
less refugees, the Rumanian frontier closed. 

Japanese Press reports from Rome were to 
the effect that Hitler was bringing pressure 
to bear on Russia to abandon her support of 
China. 

French troops advanced within three 
miles of Saarbruecken and Zweibruecken. 

British Aircraft Carrier “ Courageous ” 
was sunk by. an enemy submarine on the 
night of September 17 , with the loss of 518 
members of her crew. The submarine was 
believed to have been sunk later by destroyers. 

Two R.A.F. flying-boats rescued the crew 
of the British steamer “ Kensington Court,” 
sunk by a U-boat in the Atlantic. 

The Duke of Windsor assumed the 
rank of Major-General on taking up a Staff 
appointment abroad. 

Lord Camrose appointed chief assistant 
to Lord Macmillan, Minister of Information. 

Tuesday, September 19 

Soviet troops occupied Vilha, advanced 
beyond Brest-Litovsk, and, in the South, 
reached the Hungarian frontier. 

Hitler entered Danzig at noon, and later 
broadcast a speech defending his action in 
Poland and his policy towards Russia. 

On the Western Front, German attacks 
between the district east of the Moselle and 
the region of Bitsch were repulsed. 

Wednesday, September 20 

Fierce fighting west of Warsaw in what the 
Germans termed a battle of extermination. 
They claimed to have taken 103,000 prisoners^ 
and also to have captured Gdynia. 

The Soviet army reached Lwow, said to 
have been conceded to them by Germany. 

A revolt in Czecho-Slovakia, which 
first broke out on Sunday, continued to 
spread in spite of ruthless repressive measures. 
Mass executions were reported. 

The French Council of Ministers rhet 
and approved the “ military, economic and 
financial measures for pursuing the conduct 
of the War until final victory.” 

On the Western Front a period of com¬ 
parative calm was reported. 

H.M.S. " Kittiwake ” struck a mine in 
the English Channel. Five members of the 
crew were missing, believed killed, and two 

In the House of Commons Mr. Chamber- 
lain made the third of his weekly reviews of 
the War situation. 

The Canadian Cabinet decided to raise 
immediately an expeditionary force of 
20,000 for service overseas. 

Australia offered to Britain the complete 
personnel of four bomber squadrons and two 
squadrpns of two-seater fighting 'planes. 

■ Contraband goods tothe valueof;^ 5 oo,obo 
were reported to have been intercepted on 
their way to Germany during the week 
ending September 16 . 

Details of the private fortunes, totalling 
over £ 3 , 000 , 000 , accumulated abroad by seven 
Nazi leaders, were published by leading New 
York papers. 

Thursday, September 21 

M. Calinescu, Rumanian Prime Minister, 
was assassinated in Bucharest by memberr of 
the Iron Guard. General George Angeseanu 
appointed to succeed him. 


President Roosevelt addressed Congress 
on the Neutrality Statutes, urging the repeal 
of the arms embargo. 

The Poles continued to resist m Warsaw, 
Modlin and other areas, despite ruthless 
bombing attacks. 

Germany claimed that the southern Polish 
army had surrendered. 

On the Western Front there was an 
increase ol air activity by both the French 
and British. 


THE POETS & THE WAR 


1939 

By Humbert Wolfe 

It darkens. In the marsh the Goth and 
Vandal 

Have set their camp-fires burning. 
England waits, 

Half-hushed, the loud abominable scandal 

of death that flies by night. Hell’s -at 
the gates. 

Who mans the gate ? Already the dreadiu 

Has loosed the bolt: the battle-flags 
unfurled 

Begin to taint the wind.' Answer, who 

To make their breast the rampart of the 

Who stands in the gate ? What answer, 
Englishmen ? 

We answer, waiting not on how or why, 

“ We are here, freedom. Grant us once 

The will to suffer, and the right to die.” 

The Observer. 



The British Government set up a Council ot 
ten members to organize the supply of 
munitions. 

Diplomatic exchanges preceding the 
outbreak of war were recorded and issued in a 
Government Blue Book. 

Friday, September 22 

Warsaw still holding out. 

General von Fritsch, former Commander- 
imChief of the German Army, killed in 
action outside Warsaw. 


OcMer Ithr, 1939 

That the German army has now lost 
150,000 men was maintained by M. Giradoux, 
French Commissioner-General for Informa¬ 
tion, in a broadcast from Paris. 

Reports from the Western Front stated 
that French detachments had reached the 
outskirts of Zweibruecken, in the Siegfried 

Steamer " Arkleside ” reported sunk by 
U-boat. 

A Grimsby trawler was reported to have 
sunk by accident an enemy submarine for 
which two British 'warships were searching.' 

The assassins of the Rumanian Prime 
Minister, and many other members of the 
Iron Guard, were executed in Bucharest. 

The Allied Supreme War Council met 
" somewhere in Sussex.” . 

Saturday, September 23 

Polish troops still resisted desperately 
near Modlin, north-west of Warsaw, and in 
the capital itself. In South-East' Poland 
the Germans claimed to have captured 

German High Command announced 
that 450,000 Polish prisoners had been taken 
to date; and 800 aeroplanes ■ destroyed or 
captured. 

Mussolini, in a speech to Fascist leaders 
at Rome, declared that the moment had 
come to cease hostilities, since Poland was 
now liquidated and Europe not yet effec¬ 
tively at war. 

Two Finnish steamers, ” Martti-Ragnar ” 
and " Walma,” sunk by U-boats. ' 

Sunday, September 24 

Bombardment of Warsaw continued 
incessantly. German troops claimed to have 
crossed the Vistula between Modlin and 
Warsaw, thus cutting off the latter. 

On the Western Front local attacks by 
the enemy were repulsed. Several successful 
air actions were fought. 

It was stated that the British Expedition¬ 
ary Force in France was still moving up 
to its positions preparatory to going into 
action. 

Swedish steamer " Gertrud Blatt ” sunk 
by German submarine. 

British cargo boat “Hazelside” was sunk 
■without warning during the night by an 
enemy submarine. Twenty three of the 
crew were picked up six hours later by a 
fishing boat, but eleven were reported 
missing. 

Oil -wells at Drohobycz, centre of the 
Galician oilfields, were taken over by Soviet 
troops. 
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Making the Best of a Black Business 

tion has bem strictly observed, 
though in small toyvns and ^dllages 
not usually well Ut the difficulties 
of pedestrians and motorists have 
been far less than in the big cities. 

have helped to make Ve path of 
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Cartoon Commentary, on the Conflict 


HeilY 





From the "Evening Standard " 


RUSSIAN BODYSNATCHER: Then I shall roh the corpse-fearlessly! 

From the "Daily Mirror ” 


STRANGE BEDFELLOWS 

From the " Evening News ” 
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ODD FACTS ABOUT THE WAR 

Worth Noting Today‘and Re-reading in Years to Come 


be fully equipped as an ambulance, with ai 
operating theatre and X-ray apparatus. 
{Evening Standard, September ii) 


Goering on Slimming 

“ Of meat it can be said that w 
much of it in any case. Statistics show that 
Germans now eat more meat than before the 
war, and so we can get out of the habit. Refugees Dig Trenches 
With less meat we shall get thinner and so German refugees have dug trenches at St. 

Leonard’s Rectory, Hastings, as an air-raid 
shelter for crippled women evacuees. 


Venus in Sandbags 

Mountains of sandbags now surround the 
famous Venus de Milo statue which is 
wrapped up in sacking in a safe place. With 


Floodlit Air Signs 

Denmark is taking measures to prevent 
mistakes by foreign aircraft. The nationality 
of her territory is to be indicated clearly to 
airmen flying overhead, and the indications 
will be floodlit at night. 

Russia’s Fighting Men 

A reliable estimate puts the number of 
Russian soldiers now under arms or on their 
way to their garrisons at over 4,000,000, 
including navy and coast defence units. 
More than two-thirds of them are in 
European Russia. 

Home Delivery 

Oiie of the R.A.F. pilots dropping leaflets 
over Germany returned to headquarters four 
hours after he was due. His C.O. asked him 
why. " Well, sir,” he answered, " all was so 
quiet that I went down and pushed them 
under the doors.” 

(“ Peterborough ” in Daily Telegraph) 

Polish Naval Aid 

The British fleet has been joined by three 


Won’t Fight for Germany 

The number of Slovak deserters who have 
entered Hungary to avoid serving with the 


Help from India 

The Maharaja of Kashmir has informed 
the Viceroy of India that he is ready to 
place at his disposal, immediately, two 
infantry battalions and one mountain battery, 
and that he was ready to raise three more 
battalions if necessary. The Maharaja of 
Indore has given ;£38,ooo to Britain’s war 
expenses. 

Hitler’s Face to the Wall 

The fact that Germans in South-West 
Africa, the former German possession, are 
not supporters of Hitler was shown when 
the United Party Congress met at Windhoek, 
the' former capital. A photograph of Hitler 
in the hall, which belongs to Germans, hacT 
been turned with its face to the wall. A 
photograph of Hindenburg had not been 
touched. 

Overheard by Rosita Forbes 

Miss Rosita Forbes crossed the Mediter¬ 
ranean from North Africa the day before 
hostilities broke out. Among a number of 
remarks overheard during the voyage were 
the following : 

Italian to German : “ Why didn’t^ you 

wait to visit Tunis until it was our" ’ ” 

German (aged about 30) : “ I 
wanted to see it before I died.” 

A German woman : “ Where 

can I go ? My Country is in the 
hands of a lunatic.” 

Safeguarding Radium 

Nearly the entire stock of 
radium which Britain possesses— 
between 70 and 80 grammes—is 
now buried at least 50 feet 
underground in case of air raids. 

Hammer and Swastika 

A bronze plaque, engraved on 
one side with the swastika and 
on the other with the hammer 
and sickle of the Soviets, and 
bearing the date 1934, was among 
numerous objects seized by the 
police at the home of a German 
newspaper correspondent in Paris, 
after his departure before the 
outbreak of war. 

“ Wardens’ Feet ” 

A.R.P, -workers and members 
of the Forces who are suffering 
from the new war malady known 
as “ Wardens' Feet ” can obtain 
free treatment at a foot hospital 
in Westminster. 

First Aid from U.S.A. 

Dr. Carnes Weeks, one of the 
most famous surgeons in the 
United States, has collected funds 
to provide a mobile surgical unit 
for war rvork in this country. It 

will be manned by four surgeons, vive L-Entente. “ I Think Our Fathers Fought Together.” 
four nurses, and two technicians drawing by E. H. Shepard 

as operating teams. And it will Reproduced by permission of the 'proprietors'of “ Punch " 



Veteran Shelters 

The A.R.P. shelters at Folkestone include 
two Martello towers built over 100 years ago 
to guard against threatened invasion by 
Napoleon’s armies. 

Anti-British Signs Removed 

Posters placed on Roman walls, relics of 
Sanctions and anti-English feeling, containing 
references to " English pigs ” and similar 
epithets, have been removed from Traste- 
vere, San Lorenzo and other populous districts 
by an army of cleaners. 

They Smiled at Goering’s Talk 

A traveller through Germany reports that 
Munich is very gloomy, and that he saw the 
throng smiling only when Field-Marshal 
Goering broadcast. Banks were closed last 
Saturday. At Munich Station he was paid 
three marks for two dollars. 

For Children Only! 

It is reported in Copenhagen that people 
in Western Germany have been officially told 
that anyone caught reading the pamphlets 
dropped by the R.A.F. will be immediately 
imprisoned. 

Serious cases will be punishable by death. 
Citizens are not even allowed to pick up 
the pamphlets. Only children under 10 and 
police are allowed to do this. 

Middle-aged Germans Called Up 

It is reported that Germans from 41 to 53 
years have already been drafted into the 
Landwehr, states the Ministry of Information, 
and that they are complaining about being 
called up before many younger men. 

Through German Eyes 

Throughout the German wireless bulletins 
the British Ministry of Information is 
described as the Weltiuegenzentral (World 
Lies Centre). 

The Wilderness 

The area between the Maginot 
and Siegfried Lines was turned 
into a No - Man’s - Land im¬ 
mediately the War started. The 
villages are dead and empty, 
and crops are rotting in the fields. 
Cattle roamed the pastureland for 
the first few days and then 
wandered off. 

More Blame on Britain 

Many people in Stockholm have 
received mimeographed extracts 
from the German White Book 
and translations of leading articles 
from Berlin newspapers blaming 
Great Britain for the War. 

Entente Cordiale 

As a friendly gesture to their 
French comrades-in-arms, Bristol 
Channel coal trimmers have 
agreed to accept zs. 6d. an hour 
for week-end overtime in handling 
coal destined for the French 
navy. It had been previously 
agreed that they should receive 
3s. 6d. an hour. 

Cheap Distinction 

The Iron Cross, the highest 
German war decoration, is shortly 
to be awarded to 40,000 soldiers. 
By the end of the first year of the 
Great War, 340,000 had been 
issued; by 1918,'so many millions 
had been given away that they 
were being sold in Berlin for a 
halfpenny each. 
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